Bile duct carcinoma in Egypt: possible etiological factors.
Contrary to an old belief, bile duct carcinoma is not a rare disorder in Egypt. Among 730 patients referred for an ERCP examination, twenty-nine consecutive patients were diagnosed as having bile duct carcinoma. The cause of this type of carcinoma remains unknown. In the present study, only seven of the 29 (24.1%) with bile duct carcinoma patients had associated gallstones. In order to investigate the possible association between typhoid carrier state and bile duct carcinoma, stool cultures were performed for Salmonella typhi and Salmonella paratyphi A and B. Nine out of 23 patients (39.1%) with bile duct carcinoma, 17 out of 50 (34%) with calcular obstructive jaundice, and 1 out of 50 (2%) healthy individuals proved to be salmonella carriers. Statistical analysis of the results confirmed the presence of a significant association between chronic fecal thyphoid carrier state and bile duct carcinoma, while that between calcular obstructive jaundice and bile duct carcinoma was not significant. In conclusion, there might be an association between chronic fecal typhoid carrier state and bile duct carcinoma.